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Background  

 

All local Councils in Wales have a duty to prepare and publish a Biodiversity Forward Plan, setting out its proposals to 

comply with the requirements of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, Section 6, duty in the exercise of the Council’s 

functions, and in doing so, to promote the resilience of ecosystems.  

 

What is Biodiversity  

 

Biodiversity is the variety of life on earth. It includes all animals, insects, plants, fungi and bacteria and the complex 

habitats and ecosystems which they form. It includes the life in the soil as well as the life we see above ground. 

Biodiversity is everywhere: in gardens, fields, hedgerows, mountains, rivers and in the sea. Biodiversity represents 

quality of life.  

 

The Biodiversity Forward Plan looks at how the Council manages and improves natural resources to ensure that 

biodiversity and sustainability are considered in all areas, becoming a natural part of the decision-making process.  

 

Biodiversity - why we should conserve it  

 

Biodiversity is important to all of us for a number of reasons, the most significant of which are: Many people appreciate 

biodiversity for its own sake, for the opportunity to see wildlife, or walk in attractive or ‘natural’ places. An environment 

that is rich in biodiversity is therefore important for our quality of life. The ability to experience nature enriches our 

lives on a daily basis, whether we are watching the birds in our garden, looking outside our office windows, or walking 

across a heather clad mountain side in mid-summer listening to the bees amongst the flowers. 

 

Biodiversity provides us with many useful things  

 

Plants and animals provide food, timber and building materials. They provide material for clothing, and many of our 

most effective medicines have come directly from the organisms in our natural world. Studies are increasingly 

demonstrating that contact with the natural world not only provides us all with a genuine sense of wellbeing, but also 

helps us to relax, concentrate and deal with stress and anxiety - it generally improves our mental health (Bird, 2007). 

Environments which support a wide range of natural species and habitats are typically attractive ones that people want 

to visit, relax and take exercise in. Recreation in the outdoors has been shown to reduce obesity, aid mental health 

recovery and support a healthy immune system (Tzoulas K et al, 2007; Thompson Coon J, 2011)  

 

Action  

 

The actions in this plan, will be reported on every three years in accordance with statutory requirements, and reviewed 

and updated at the end of each 3-year period.  

 

The Biodiversity seeks to improve the environment for all to benefit, and with the aim that results in biodiversity 

enhancement and conservation, and a more sustainable way of living, to protect our resources and ensure that future 

generations have the same or better quality of life.  

 

Actions resulting from this plan to meet the Council’s obligations under Section 6, of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

will need to be funded from existing budgets, with grant sources sought. 

 

 



 

 

About Llandow Community Council Area 

 

The three old ecclesiastical parishes of Llanmihangel, Llandow and Llysworney, now united in an administrative 

context by Llandow Community Council, have long and varied histories. On Llandow, the impact of the C20th and 

C21st centuries has been considerable, in Llysworney less so, in Llanmihangel & Sigingstone barely perceptible. But 

these three places, in the heart of the rural Vale of Glamorgan, have been linked over many centuries by events and 

personalities to which the landscape and its buildings still bear witness. 

 

Operational matters:  

Paperless office:  

The Council has a duty to ensure sustainable and environmentally friendly operations. At present, Llandow Community 

Council is not a paperless office. As a statutory authority, Llandow Community Council is obligated to retain certain 

documentation for variable amounts of years, so it may be that operations cannot be fully paperless with regards to 

archive material. However, operationally, moving to be paperless going forward can still be an ambition for Llandow 

Community Council. One of the areas with high costings and a significant environmental footprint is our printer 

network. Therefore, by reducing the number of printed agendas will support the Council’s environmental, efficiency 

and cashable savings objectives by reducing the Council’s use of paper, toner, electricity and officer’s time.  

The Council also has a duty to ensure carbon footprint friendly operations. At present the majority of meetings are in 

person, however, some Council meetings are held remotely. To continue to reduce emissions Llandow Community 

Council should consider reducing travel and meeting costs by continuing to hold all or some of the meetings 

electronically which has worked well historically. By continuing to promote flexible working for staff long-term would 

also further reduce co² emissions. A Flexible Working Policy should be adopted by Council.  

Decision making and procurement  

Working to protect our natural resources and wildlife is a key objective for Council and will be reflected in the Council 

decision-making process. Contracts that are entered will adhere to the provisions of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 

and take opportunities to enhance biodiversity in the area. Council will also seek other opportunities, through its other 

activities to promote biodiversity and engage the community in this action, where possible.  

Planning 

All planning applications submitted to Llandow Community Council for review will continue to be scrutinised with 

due consideration for any adverse impact on the environment. Consistent with objections and observations made over 

a number of years, the Council will take particular care to ensure that any developmental impact on surface drainage, 

tree cover and impact on existing resources such as educational provision is duly notified to the Planning Directorate 

of Vale of Glamorgan  County Borough Council. 

Rights of Way 

Llandow Community Council will liaise with Valeways to monitor and footpaths and rights of way which are 

recognised and established within its area of jurisdiction, and ensure that they continue to provide access and amenity 

to residents and visitors alike. 

Raising awareness  

Llandow Community Council will seek to raise awareness of the importance of this work by sharing updates with the 

public via our website. Over this three-year period, Council will seek to liaise with other organisations in the area who 

have land to encourage them to take small steps to promote and maintain biodiversity.  

 

 



Safeguarding principal species and habitats  

Llandow Community Council currently have no direct responsibility for land. However, should the Council be 

authorised to undertake any particular works on Vale of Glamorgan County Borough Council owned land whereby 

principal species and habitats are identified safeguarding measures to protect wildlife will be put in place.  

Tackling negative factors  

Communication is key to engaging the public in positive behaviour to look after their community. Work with young 

people is especially important and will be addressed as opportunities arise. By informing the public and promoting 

positive action, the Community Council hopes to contribute to the slow change in behaviours and attitudes that can 

cause problems.  

Use, share and improve evidence  

The collection in a scientific rather than anecdotal manner is beyond the current capability of the Community Council. 

However, during the next period of this plan, the Community Council will seek, in partnership with other organisations 

such as Natural Resources Wales to establish mechanisms to collect evidence to demonstrate the positive (or otherwise) 

impact of the work carried out. At the end of the next reporting period (February 2025), it is hoped that some initial 

evidence will have been acquired that will be a baseline from which to measure improvement.  

Support capacity and/or other organisations  

Any local organisations that are looking for support or would like to involve the Community Council in their efforts to 

promote biodiversity should contact the Clerk for more information.  

Key outcomes  

The key outcomes for the next three years include, but are not limited to: -  

• Revision of Council contracts to include clauses to promote biodiversity.  

• Promote the work in the community alongside organisations.  

• Engage with key partners to work together to make changes and gather evidence.  

Review points 2025 Points for review in 2025 will be:  

• Increased use of technology to reduce Co2 emissions.  

• How can the community be further educated and voluntary actions on homes be encouraged?  

• Review working arrangements with key partners to assess the need for improvement.  

How and when will S6 duty be monitored and plan renewed  

This is a live plan that will evolve during the three years. It will be monitored by the Community Council. The next 

formal report and renewal of the plan will be published no later than October 2025. 

 

 
 


